Examination with the light microscope and any of several differential stains has failed to resolve the exact significance of the so-called initial bodies and plaque forms which, together with the elementary bodies, represent stages in the developmental cycles of the Chlamydozoaceae (lymphogranuloma-psittacosis group of agents; Rake, 1947) . Previous studies from this laboratory (Rake and Jones, 1942) suggested that the initial bodies, particularly of the agent of lymphogranuloma venereum, are in fact larger single forms of the agent and that they divide as such in the early stages of the developmental cycle, but it was not clear whether the whole unit is larger or whether one is dealing with a single elementary body enveloped in a wide mantle of "capsular" substance. It seemed clear from differential staining with Noble's stain that the later plaque forms represent, rather than single forms, colonies of elementary bodies embedded in a "capsular" matrix. The elementary bodies themselves stain red, while the "capsular" material is green.
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THE INITIAL BODY
Recently doubt has been thrown on the very existence of these initial bodies (Kurotckin et al, 1947) , and it has been suggested that they represent merely reaction products, perhaps of a lipid nature, developed as a result of the reaction of the yolk cells to the invasion of the infectious agent.
In the past year we have had occasion to take many electron micrographs of different species of Chlamydozoaceae, mostly of the agent of feline pneumonitis. The techniques used and part of the results of these studies have been published elsewhere (Rake et al., 1946; Hamre et al., 1947 It is believed that these bodies lie so far on the high side of the range of size distribution of diameter, shown to be normal, as to be significant. They certainly would appear larger in the light microscope than the commonly accepted elementary bodies and would thus fill the criterion for initial bodies. It is true they are few in number-only 0.5 per cent in the present series-but this proportion is certainly of the same order of magnitude as the proportion of initial bodies making up the viral suspensions prior to drying them on the collodion membranes. THE 
PLAQUE
As has been pointed out above, previous studies (Rake and Jones, 1942) had indicated that the so-called plaques represented colonies of elementary bodies embedded in a "capsular" matrix. Examination of the series of electron micrographs of the agent of feline pneumonitis showed groups of bodies which could be interpreted as colonies, since the close juxtaposition of the bodies and the molding together of their contiguous surfaces would favor such an hypothesis rather than one of secondary agglutination (figure 1, nos. 5 and 6). It is true that no surrounding "capsular" matrix was to be observed, but this is not surprising. As has been shown elsewhere (Rake and Jones, 1942) plaque. It is believed that the matrix itself is easily disintegrated and so disappears during preparation of the screens for the electron microscope, a thesis in accord with other observations.
